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DROUGHT RELIEF 
Grievance 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [9.35 am]:  My grievance is to the parliamentary secretary representing the 
Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.  It concerns the need for immediate state government drought 
relief to affected areas, particularly in the eastern and north eastern wheatbelt.  The situation in these areas is 
critical.  Small businesses and farmers are directly feeling the effects, which are passed on to the wider 
community.  It is directly and indirectly affecting people financially, socially and psychologically.  The extent of 
drought conditions varies across the north, east and north eastern wheatbelt.  Some areas are more severely 
affected than others.  Some other western areas are also affected.  In my electorate, drought conditions are 
encroaching on areas close to the Great Southern Highway, such as Wickepin.  I raise this grievance today 
because the Government needs to be fully aware of the seriousness of the situation.  It must take immediate 
action to assist people in affected areas.  I am concerned that the Government is not aware of the seriousness of 
the situation.  We in the National Party have been alerting the Government to the situation since our extensive 
tour of the regions two months ago.  We work day in and day out in the affected areas and are fully aware of this 
worsening crisis.  Last week, the Leader of the National Party asked a question of the Minister for Community 
Development.  In answering the question, she stated that she had only just become aware of the situation.  That is 
very worrying if she is representative of the Government’s level of awareness. 

I will give an example of a business in Wickepin, which is on the edge of the affected area.  The business 
provides household goods, foodstuffs and farm supplies.  Although it is not fully affected, this business is 
suffering as farmers and other affected businesses and community members refrain from spending.  Over the 
past two weeks the business has seen orders for field bins and chemicals cancelled.  It is left with $40 000 worth 
of dead stock to carry until spring 2003.  If this continues, the business will have to retrench a husband and wife 
who work for it.  That will mean that two good, local community people will be out of work.  They may have to 
leave the town to seek other work.  If they leave, their two primary school-aged children will leave with them.  
The local school has only about 60 students.  It shows how events start to snowball.  That is one example.  The 
same thing is happening to farms, other businesses and shearing teams etc.  An air of despondency is descending 
on such communities.  For some people, this is the third year in a row this has happened.  Anxiety, depression 
and other mental health problems are occurring.  People need help and support now.   

The State Government must act now.  The Government should assist people in the way the previous Government 
did in 2000-01.  The member for Stirling, the then minister, approached Cabinet about similar circumstances and 
it provided additional funds to assist people in affected communities.  It provided $5 000 payments - under a set 
of criteria - to assist with feed, adjustment, freight and water cartage.  Water is another critical issue.  He also 
organised for counsellors and psychiatric professionals to visit people in affected areas.  That took pressures off 
the locals and gave them someone different to talk to.  We are prepared to work with the Government to assist 
people in affected communities.  In 2000-01, when the then minister made available financial drought assistance, 
it was purely a state government initiative.  It did not include exceptional circumstances for any commonwealth 
involvement.  It was purely a state government initiative to address a critical situation.  I tell the parliamentary 
secretary that his Government needs to take action now!   

It needs to go out to those areas and see for itself.  When in 2001 we had a similar problem and used a matter of 
public interest debate in this House to alert the Government to it, the Premier and the Minister for Primary 
Industry visited the Lake Grace region.  That gave those people some hope and made the Government fully 
aware of the seriousness of the situation.  It needs to do it again.  Agcare organisations and mental health 
workers need assistance now to deal with the snowballing situation in the affected areas.  The Government must 
ensure that extra resources are made available to those groups to enable them to meet the extra workload and 
continue the great work they are doing in these areas.  As I have said before in this place, I worry about the 
workloads and the pressures they face.   

I call on the Government to recognise and deal with this serious situation urgently.  We offer any support and 
help we can provide.  It was interesting to yesterday hear the Treasurer announce a $209 million surplus, about 
which the Government is very proud.  Surely, some funds from that surplus can be used by the Government to 
take some action now to directly assist people in whatever way will address the meat of the problem.  We will 
help the Government in this area.  People think that although the drought has arrived, it will not affect them until 
later.  The chap from Wickepin - a good person whom I have known for some time - tells me that it is hitting him 
right now and that he will have to put off people within three weeks.  We need some action, and I ask the 
parliamentary secretary to make sure it happens.  

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Parliamentary Secretary) [9.41 am]:  I recognise that the issue raised by the 
member for Wagin is serious.  However, we should put it in context and compare it with last year.  What the 
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National Party raised last year was a far more serious concern.  The member for Wagin did not on this occasion 
mention the number of farmers who are doing very well out of this season and getting some of the highest - 
Mr T.K. Waldron:  In some areas. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Yes; but I think they should be taken into consideration.  The National Party has raised an 
issue about drought assistance and made it seem that everyone in the rural region is being dramatically affected 
by the drought.  That is not the case.   
Several members interjected. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Let us go to the facts of the matter and some of the things that the National Party member 
overlooked.  The member for Wagin referred to the actions of the former Minister for Primary Industry, Hon 
Monty House, in paying farmers a $5 000 benefit.  He overlooked the fact that in 2001 our minister, Hon Kim 
Chance, paid each farmer $6 000. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  That is compared with the measly five grand that the previous minister gave out.  The 
National Party overlooked something else.  Last year it demanded that areas be declared drought affected under 
the federal exceptional circumstances program.  National Party members last year came into this House 
screaming and yelling that the State Government should get off its butt and lobby the federal Government to 
have areas declared drought affected under the EC program.  That has been done.  The member for Wagin did 
not identify the specific drought-affected areas.  He talked about one mate of his in Wickepin.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  If that lot are going to come in here and mouth off about those farmers who are affected, they 
should give us the evidence.  Let us look at the areas that have been included in the federal EC program.   

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Those areas that are currently declared EC affected are able to access drought assistance not 
only this year but also next year.  Members should remember that the drought assistance program runs for two 
years.  Lake Grace, Ravensthorpe, Jerramungup and parts of Kent were declared EC areas on 2 February 2001.  
Therefore, their access to drought assistance continues until 2 February 2003.  Other areas were added to the EC 
area in 2001.  On 2 August, Kondinin and parts of Dumbleyung and Kent were also declared able to access EC 
assistance.  That means they are able to access drought assistance until 2 August 2003.  Parts of Mullewa, 
Chapman Valley, Morawa, Perenjori, Dalwallinu, Mukinbudin, Westonia and Yilgarn were included in the EC-
declared area on 7 March 2002, which means they can access assistance under the federal program until 7 March 
2004.  Those are the areas that have been specifically affected by this year’s low yield.  The areas that are 
affected this year are the ones that have already been declared EC areas.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  The National Party did not declare which areas it believes need assistance from the State 
Government.  The regions that as of 1 September 2002 were affected by this year’s low rainfall, and therefore 
low yields, are already within the EC-funded area.  In addition, any person who can show that he is affected by 
financial hardship and lives in the rural region can apply to Centrelink for the Newstart allowance of 
approximately $17 000.  That is also available.  The National Party has come in here and asked what our 
Government is doing in certain areas of the wheatbelt that are dramatically affected by this year’s low rainfall.  It 
has asked what we have done to identify and provide social assistance.  I have put to the National Party how the 
State and federal Governments are assisting farmers financially.  The issues of social assistance have been 
addressed in this House by the Minister for Health and the Minister for Community Development, Women’s 
Interests, Seniors and Youth.  As late as Tuesday, 17 September, the Department of Agriculture met with 
bankers, the Western Australian Farmers Federation, the Pastoralists and Graziers Association, the St Vincent de 
Paul Society and a range of other rural groups that included the farmers who are dramatically affected to work 
out the assistance that is needed to overcome the social strains and mental anguish farmers are going through 
because of the continuous decline in their crop value. 
Mr M.W. Trenorden:  What are you doing about it? 
The SPEAKER:  The Leader of the National Party may well like an answer to his questions; however, he is not 
giving the speech.  He has not made a contribution to this debate.  Five interjections on the same point is 
stretching my patience and will determine whether he gets an answer.  
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I have indicated that the Department of Agriculture has had meetings with numerous groups 
to assist those farmers who are affected by this year’s decline in the wheat yield.  
 


